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Feeling God
Whenever I meet someone who is currently fighting a spiritual low point

in their lives, basically fighting a feeling a emptiness, I usually prescribe
the following exercise. I ask them to look back through their life and re-
member that moment when they felt closest to God, that moment when
they really felt His presence. I ask them to remember that moment and to
put themselves in those shoes again and relive that moment so as to feel
and experience God again.
I’d like to share when this moment was for me. It happened on August

19, 2007. This was the day that I made my Solemn Monastic Religious
Vows. Like a priest's ordination, a monk's profession ceremony involves
many different rituals and components. All to make the ceremony different
and special for the one making their religious vows.
A monk's profession involves these things: admonition from the abbot,

the profession of vows, signature of vows on the altar, call of prayer from
the monk, prostration under funeral pall, consecratory prayers, and the sign
of peace.
Of these rituals I felt God in two places. The first was during the conse-

cratory prayer. At this time the abbot is chanting a long prayer calling the
Holy Spirit to come down and to bless the new monk. While he is chanting
this prayer, the monk lies down prostrate before the altar and is covered
with a funeral pall. A transition is happening at this point of the liturgy.
The old person who the monk was is dying, and now the abbot is praying
for the new man, the new monk who will rise. At the moment, I felt the
whole world had stopped and all were praying for me in this new chapter in
my life. I felt as if God were saying those prayers over me, telling me that
all would be fine in this new life with Him.
The other moment I felt God in the ceremony was during the sign of

peace. This is the part of the profession ritual when each of the monks
comes to welcome the new monk to the monastery. This was very moving
for me because it felt like each of these men were making a commitment to
me. It felt like each of them were coming up and saying, “Macario, I accept
you as a brother, no matter what you do, you will always by my brother.”
And that kind of fraternal, brotherly love, assured me that these brother
monks would support and help me grow in this monastic journey. That was
God’s love I felt through them.
Brothers and sisters, when you are running on empty, when you feel like

God’s not at your side, remember that most beautiful moment when you
felt God’s presence, relive it, and make it your prayer.

—Fr. Macario


. . . I am not ashamed of the gospel. It is
the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: for Jew first, and
then Greek.
For in it is revealed the righteousness of
God from faith to faith; as it is written,
“The one who is righteous by faith will
live.”

—Romans 1: 16, 17 reading for Oct. 15



“God has other plans than we have for ourselves.”
That is Dr. Tim Bohn’s assessment of how he came to be
a medical student at the University of Oklahoma. OU’s
medical school was one of three to which he was
accepted in 1973. He arrived here from St. Louis,
Missouri on a Greyhound bus for his interview. The first
person associated with the University that he met was
surprised he had walked all the way from the bus station
and offered him a ride back when the interview was
over. The friendliness and helpfulness factored into his
decision to attend medical school here. He has lived in
Oklahoma ever since then, practicing medicine and
raising his family here.
Dr. Bohn volunteers once a week for the Wednesday

clinics at the parish’s St. Charles/McAuley Clinic, about
eleven hours a week. The clinic hours begin at 4 p.m. for
the all volunteer staff but he arrives a few hours earlier
to prepare. They finish around 9:30 p.m. “Mostly we see
people with chronic illnesses such as diabetes,
hypertension, coronary artery disease and so forth;
basically non-acute adult medicine.” Dr. Bohn also
volunteers an extra day to catch up on paperwork, call
his patients about their lab results and follow up on any
change in treatment.
Patients are those folks who are low or no-income and

not-by-choice uninsured, such as someone who has
recently lost a job. “There are all kinds of life situations
where people are uninsured,” he said.
The clinic does not treat Medicare or Medicaid

patients, emergency cases, obstetrics or pediatrics.
“Children are covered by Sooner Care,” he said.
Dr. Bohn has been volunteering at St. Charles’ clinic

for 5 ½ years. He is a retired family practice doctor. “I
took six weeks off for myself when I retired and took my
grandson to Disney World in Florida.” His wife, Shelley,

is also a retired physician, a pediatrician who volunteers
at Willow Pregnancy Support (formerly Birthright).
They have three sons and four grandsons. Two sons are
in the medical field as well, as radiologists.
Dr. Bohn and his wife are parishioners at St. James the

Greater. He discovered the St. Charles clinic several
years ago by researching clinics for the poor and
uninsured and, specifically, Catholic clinics. He is a
cradle Catholic, one of eleven children, born and raised
in St. Louis, Missouri. He attended Seven Holy
Founders grade school, Bishop DuBourg high school,
and Southeast Missouri University in Cape Girardeau as
an undergraduate. His hobbies and interests are attending
theater performances, taking history and science classes
through OU’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute and of
course, he and his wife love spending time with their
grandsons.
Dr. Bohn also volunteers at his parish with Meals on

Wheels, as an usher and he enjoys being in a Men’s
Bible Study class. His wife also volunteers at the Gospel
of Life Dwelling (GOLD)—Sister Maria Faulkner’s
residences for the elderly.
No physicians or nurses populate his family tree. “We

are mostly an engineering family,” he said. Though his
mother was delighted about his medical career choice,
his aunt said, “Tim, you are supposed to be the priest!”
His reply, “I knew God’s choice was not that.”
Dr. Bohn has enjoyed his years with the St. Charles

Clinic and looks forward to spending more time caring
for the sick and uninsured. He believes we are to
distribute our spiritual wealth through our time and
talents, demonstrating love through action. Thank you,
Dr. Bohn, for being a vital part of our parish health
ministry.

—Monica Knudsen

Dr. Tim Bohn and the St. Charles/McAuley Health Clinic
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6 What do you call fake potatoes?
Imitaters.

6 When you look really closely, all mirrors look like
eyeballs.

6 My Boss told me to have a good day . . . .
. . . so I went home.

6 What did one hat say to the other?
You stay here. I’ll go on ahead.
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Mary, we are taught is our intercessor and a role model.
Her “Assumption into heaven makes clear to us that there
is room for our humanity in heaven” (Magnificat Maga-
zine 2019). I have long thought of her as an example of
saying yes to God, but since the celebrant at the Feast of
the Assumption referred to Mary as the image of the
Church, I have been drawn to that beautiful metaphor.
In the course of the four Gospels, the story of Mary un-

folds: She is invited to bear Immanuel to the world; she
says yes even though the circumstances are socially unac-
ceptable and seemingly impossible; she is the means by
which people approach Jesus and he ministers to their
needs; she must share him with the world; she must stand
at the foot of the cross, witness to his sacrifice.
Mary exemplifies a Church, body of people and an in-

stitution, full of grace. For by the sacraments, the Church
bears forth "God with us," Immanuel. In the comfort of
sanctuary walls, this seems quite routine. However,
Mary’s response to the angel is anything but: “Behold, I
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word” (Luke 1:38).
If we see Mary as the image of the Church, the whole

body and institution agrees to bring Christ to the world. It
is worth rejoicing over this commitment just as Elizabeth
did when Mary visited her. For it is not exclusively you
or me as an individual that must make a way through the
wilderness for the Lord: we as the universal Body of
Christ keep that commitment.

. . . . TheChurch is sent to bringChrist and hisGospel,
to all . . . . the Church carries Jesus andmust be like
Mary when she went to visit Elizabeth. What did
Mary take to her? Jesus. The Church brings Jesus:
this is the centre of the Church, to carry Jesus! If, as
a hypothesis, the Church were not to bring Jesus,
she would be a dead Church. The Church must
bring Jesus, and shemustbring the loveof Jesus, the
charity of Jesus. (Pope Francis,General Audience,
23 October 2013)

The Church should stand as the eyes and ears of Jesus.
Like Mary at the wedding feast of Cana, the faith body
intercedes and introduces the miracle and mystery of
Christ into the gap of loss, so that the water of tears can
be turned to the wine of communion.
Mary introduced the active ministry of Jesus and also

saw it flourish beyond the confines of Nazareth. The most
consistent story about Mary in the Gospels, which shat-
ters the idea of exclusivity, is in regard to this: And it was
reported to Him, "Your mother and Your brothers are
standing outside, wishing to see You. But He answered
and said to them, "My mother and My brothers are these
who hear the word of God and do it" (Luke 8:20-21).
The Church in the image of Mary “Gentle Woman,

Quite Light, Morning Star so strong and bright” has much
that she can do to “teach us wisdom, teach us love” in or-
der to bear Christ to the World.

—Kathy Judge

Mary as the Image of the Church

What is the pastoral council? There was a time I would
not have had the answer to that question. I went to Mass,
took advantage of all the church had to give to me and
took for granted the church would just “be there” for
me. Then I found myself a member of the pastoral coun-
cil. It has been quite an awakening. The council is made
up of the clergy, committee representatives and appointed
members. Most importantly each person is there in ser-
vice to achieve God's purpose for His church and His
people. The council is the primary consultative body in
the parish on pastoral matters. The consultative process
can take many forms including, focus groups, surveys,
strategic plans, expert advice and many others as deemed
appropriate by the pastor and pastoral council.
We have a parish vision statement which carries so

much meaning: “St. Charles Borromeo is a welcoming
multi-gifted community with Christ as our center. We
strive to be transformed by personal and communal
prayer, exploring the scriptures while celebrating the

sacraments and sharing community life. We serve God's
people through acts, works of mercy in our families,
workplaces, friendships, so we might reflect Christ in all
things, leading others to desire to become His disciples.”
As members of St. Charles, we are a family of commu-

nity. All are welcome to attend the council meetings to
know the workings of the church and know your repre-
sentatives. The council is continuing to search for ways to
grow the ministries to meet the needs of everyone. A goal
is reaching out to all in our community, seeking full par-
ticipation from everyone in the parish.
Exciting new ideas are being developed. The whole

church will be given the information soon about what
will be created to accomplish these exciting new ideas.
We are all one body but each one of us is unique in our

abilities and talents. Each of us have a special gift to give
to God's church. God does everything for us. What can
each of us do for God's church?

—Bette Kelley

Welcome to the Pastoral Council
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On this Steubenville trip, I learned that it is okay not to
always feel the presence or love of God in your life
because it is in those moments that you realize that we
are the ones who walk away or put on a blindfold. But
even in that, He is always holding on. During adoration I
was praying to God to help me because I felt so alone
and insecure. Horrible thoughts filled my mind and
wouldn't leave me alone but nothing was happening.
Then I looked up and began singing and admiring that
Jesus was in the room. Then it hit me. I just cried and I
felt God hugging me. With that simple hug he told me
everything. He told me that I was going to be okay and
not to be ashamed or feel guilty of who I am. He loves
me for me and I needed to realize that. When I manage
to tell myself “Thank you God for letting me be me” or
''I love who you made me,” it will be like God telling me
He loves me. —Araceli R.
This conference was good and I loved the music. I did

not feel the same emotions as I did last year, but I know
God is amazing either way. I feel changed because I am
closer to Him thanks to Steubenville 2018. I know he
does everything for a reason. I received peace and
comfort. I am happy and blessed to have seen how
powerful God is. He is just Perfect. I know he is above
watching and taking care of me. During this trip, I
missed my family a lot, but I made new friends that I
never thought I would ever talk to. I love you Jesus!
— Lizett V.
This was my first time going to Steubenville and I

absolutely loved it and enjoyed it to the max. I felt the
Holy Spirit going through me, I felt so much heat in my
body and just started crying. I began to talk to Jesus and
my grandpa which made me feel really happy. I never
expected to have experienced something so powerful. It
is unexplainable. Before going on the trip I had been
feeling very sad and negative, but once I encountered the
Holy Spirit, I started to feel so much peace and
happiness. I feel closer to God. I have much more faith
and trust in God. I absolutely loved the conference a lot.
I am definitely going back! Thanks to Steubenville and
to everyone in my group! —Madeline B.
God never fails to surprise me at the Steubenville

conferences. Every year he allows me to discover
something different. My first year, I was so lost in my
faith. I didn’t know his Love, and I didn't know Him but
I was able to encounter Him and pour my heart out. My
second year, I didn’t really feel anything but I was
observing others and praying that everyone especially

the new people felt the presence and love of God that I
did my first year. And now, my third year, he truly
showed me that I belong. Before this conference I was
really struggling with my faith but now I can truly say it
with complete confidence that I am a child of God and
that I am back to where I belong. — Alondra V.
Steubenville was a great experience. It helped me find

the peace and joy I was looking for.
—Juan E.
Steubenville has always been an amazing way to

strengthen my relationship with God. This year I felt
myself at peace with everything I've been going through.
All the talks were great. I'm so hyped for next year!
— Marco M.

Steubenville Report Part 2

6 A man is on trial for cannibalism.
He says to the judge, “Well, your honor, if you
truly are what you eat, then I am an innocent man.”

6 If you cut off your left arm…
Then your right arm will be left.

6 What do you say to comfort an English teacher?
They’re, there, their.

6 What do you call a floating dog?
A good buoy.

6 I was at the museum recently.
I asked a worker there if I was allowed to take pictures.
He said no, they had to stay on the walls.

6 My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli.
He was pulled in by a strong currant.

6 Which is heavier, one gallon of water or
10 gallons of butane?
The water.
No matter how much you have,
butane will always be a lighter fluid.
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En este viaje de Steubenville, aprendí que está bien no
siempre sentir la presencia o el amor de Dios en tu vida,
porque es en esos momentos que te das cuenta de que
somos nosotros los que nos alejamos o nos ponemos una
venda en los ojos. Pero Él siempre está aferrado a
nosotros. Durante la adoración estaba orando a Dios para
que me ayudara porque me sentía tan sola e insegura.
Horribles pensamientos llenaban mi mente y no me
dejaban en paz, pero nada estaba pasando. Entonces
levanté la vista y comencé a cantar y admirar que Jesús
estaba en el auditorio. Entonces lo sentí. Comencé a
llorar y sentí a Dios abrazándome. Con ese simple
abrazo me lo dijo todo. Me dijo que iba a estar bien y
que no me avergonzara ni me sintiera culpable por lo
que soy. Él me ama por mí y necesitaba darme cuenta de
eso. Cuando logre decirme a mí misma "Gracias a Dios
por dejarme ser yo" o "Dios, Amo como me hiciste",
será como si Dios mismo me estuviera diciendo que El
me ama. —Araceli R.
Esta conferencia fue buena y me encantó la música.

No sentí las mismas emociones que el año pasado, pero
sé que Dios es increíble de cualquier manera. Me siento
cambiada porque estoy más cerca de Él gracias a
Steubenville 2018. Sé que hace todo por una razón.
Recibí paz y consuelo. Estoy feliz y bendecida de haber
visto lo poderoso que es Dios. Él es simplemente
perfecto. Sé que él siempre me está vigilando y
cuidando. Durante este viaje, extrañaba mucho a mi
familia, pero hice nuevos amigos con los que nunca
pensé que iba a hablar. ¡Te amo jesús! —Lizett V.
Esta fue la primera vez que fui a Steubenville y me

encantó y lo disfruté al máximo. Sentí que el Espíritu
Santo me atravesaba, sentí mucho calor en mi cuerpo y

empecé a llorar. Comencé a hablar con Jesús y con mi
abuelo, lo que me hizo sentir muy feliz. Nunca esperé
haber experimentado algo tan poderoso. Es inexplicable.
Antes de emprender el viaje, me había estado sintiendo
muy triste y negativa, pero una vez que me encontré con
el Espíritu Santo, empecé a sentir mucha paz y felicidad.
Me siento más cerca de Dios. Tengo mucha más fe y
confianza en Dios. Me encantó mucho la conferencia.
¡Estoy decidida a volver! Gracias a Steubenville y a
todos en mi grupo! —Madeline B.
Dios nunca deja de sorprenderme en las conferencias

de Steubenville. Cada año me permite descubrir algo
diferente. Mi primer año, estaba tan perdida en mi fe. No
conocía su amor y mucho menos lo conocía a El, pero
pude encontrarlo y derramar mi corazón. En mi segundo
año, realmente no sentí nada, pero estaba observando a
otros y orando para que todos, especialmente las nuevas
personas, sintieran la presencia y el amor de Dios que yo
sentí durante mi primer año. Y ahora, en mi tercer año,
realmente me mostró que le pertenezco. Antes de esta
conferencia, estaba realmente luchando con mi fe, pero
ahora puedo decir con toda confianza que soy una hija
de Dios y que estoy de regreso a donde pertenezco.
— Alondra V.
Steubenville fue una gran experiencia. Me ayudó a

encontrar la paz y la alegría que estaba buscando.
—Juan E.
Steubenville siempre ha sido una manera increíble de

fortalecer mi relación con Dios. Este año me sentí en paz
con todo lo que he pasado. Todas las charlas fueron
geniales. ¡Estoy tan entusiasmado por el próximo año!
— Marco M.

Testimonios Juveniles de Steubenville

6 Who invented King Arthur’s round table?
Sir Cumference.

6 My boss is going to fire the employee
with the worst posture.
I have a hunch,it might be me.
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St. Charles Borromeo—October 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

3 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29

Confessions every
Wednesday at 7 pm and

Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 8:00 pm

30

1 2 12 2 32 4

30 31 30 31

M
2
9
16
23
30
31

T
3
10
17
24
31

W
4
11
18
25
28

T
5
12
19
26
29

F
6
13
20
27
30

S
7
14
21
28
31

Sept 2019
S
1
8
15
22
29
30

M
2
4
11
18
25
31

T
1
5
12
19
26

W
2
6
13
20
27

T
3
7
14
21
28

F
1
8
15
22
29

S
2
9
16
23
30

Nov 2019
S
1
3
10
17
24
30

9:20 AM
Confirmation & RE

11:00 AM
Baptisms Eng.
Blood Pressure
Checks after
11 AM & 1 PM

Mass this weekend

Respect Life
Sunday

6:00 PM
Social Ministry

Board

7:00 PM
Journey of Faith

7:00 PM
Parish Council

Meeting

5:30 PM
Finance Board

7:00 PM
Journey of Faith

7:00 PM
Journey of Faith

7:00 PM
Journey of Faith

7:00 PM
Journey of Faith

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

7:00 PM
Talleres de
Oracion

7:00 PM
Talleres de
Oracion

7:00 PM
Talleres de
Oracion

7:00 PM
Talleres de
Oracion

9:20 AM
Confirmation & RE

9:20 AM
Confirmation & RE

No Class - Fall
Break

No Class - Fall
Break

No Class - Fall
Break

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Youth Group

6:30 PM
Peace and
Justice

5:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

Adoration
11AM - 8PM

every
Wednesday

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Youth Group

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Youth Group

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:00PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

4:00 PM Newsletter
Meeting

6:30 PM
1st Reconciliation
Parent Meeting

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

6:30 PM
Talleres de

Oracion-Nuvas
Guias

6:30 PM
Talleres de

Oracion-Nuvas
Guias

6:30 PM at Montellano
VOICE Gala

No School - Fall
Break

9:00 AM Baptismal
Seminar Esp.

9:00 AM Baptismal
Seminar Esp.

11:00 AM
Baptisms Esp.

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

Carnival

3 PM - 5 PM
Health

Education BH

6:00 PM-7:00 PM
YOUNG ADULT

HOUSE
MEETING -BH

6:00 PM
Hay Stacks and
Pumpkins-

Parish PotLuck

6:30 PM
Talleres de

Oracion-Nuvas
Guias
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Each of us has our own list of favorite saints and holy
people. In My Life with the Saints, Father James Martin
writes about his, how he discovered them and how they
have helped him in his life. The book is part
autobiography of Jesuit Father James Martin and part
biographies of Joseph, Mary, Peter, St. Aloysius
Gonzaga, Thomas Merton, Thérèse of Lisieux, Thomas
Aquinas, Ignatius of Loyola, Francis of Assisi, and some
lesser known saints such as the twenty-two Ugandan
Martyrs, who died in 1885 and were canonized in 1964.
Father Martin is extraordinarily candid about his own

strengths and weaknesses. He admits to pride and sliding
into preferring the company of celebrities as his fame as
a writer and speaker grew. Mother Teresa’s humility
brings him back down to earth. He was a party guy in
college. So was St. Francis in his youth. As a young
seminarian, his background in Catholic culture and
knowledge of the saints had gaps, to the surprise of his
classmates. All of this is related with wry humor,
recognition and admiration of the fortitude of God’s holy
people.
He relates tantalizing details of the saint’s lives,

emphasizing their humanity and their holiness. In 1858,
the spot where Our Lady appeared to Bernadette
Soubirous was a filthy place where pigs rooted.
Bernadette’s family was so poor they lived in one room
of a former prison. When Bernadette told her mother
about her holy visitor, her mother beat her. Bernadette
grew up to lead a quiet but difficult life as a nun,
refusing to recant or capitalize on her story and died at
age thirty-five.
Pope John XXII was witty. He visited a Roman clinic

called the Hospital of the Holy Spirit and was introduced
to the sister who ran the place. She said, “Holy Father, I
am the superior of the Holy Spirit.” “You’re very
lucky,” said the Pope, delighted. “I’m only the Vicar of
Christ!” * For his courage, we have only to study the
Second Vatican Council.
Particularly moving is Father Martin’s Conclusion and

Epilogue where he describes how these saints grew from
distant figures to friends who he feels pray for him and
he to them. He notes they were people who were very
different from each other, who used the unique talents
God gave each one to serve Him in the era in which they
lived and thus that is our mission as well. The For
Further Reading section provides references for
numerous additional biographies of the saints profiled.
These saints were people with faults, sins and foibles.

He says Mother Teresa’s long dark period of feeling

God’s absence is encouraging for the rest of us who
often find it difficult to pray. Otherwise, it would be
tempting to let ourselves off the hook and too simple to
say, “Well, she had a special connection with God that
made her work easy for her.”
Of particular interest to us are mentions here and there

of St. Charles Borromeo. In the biography of Dorothy
Day, unlike her pictures, according to one of her
volunteers, she “was fun to be around.” Father Martin
also provides fascinating insider stories about Jesuit life,
the challenges of celibacy, and the humor of his fellow
priests.
Few collections of saints’ lives have moved me like

this one. This volume is highly recommended and is
available through the library system
www.metrolibrary.org and on Amazon.

— Monica Knudsen
*My Life with the Saints, page 178

“For me to be a saint means to be myself.”
—Thomas Merton

“You can do something I can’t do. I can do something you
can’t do. Together, let us do something beautiful for God.”

—Mother Teresa

My Life with the Saints by JamesMartin, SJ—A Book Review
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October Saints and Days

01 St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus;Memorial
02 The Holy Guardian Angels;Memorial
04 St. Francis of Assisi;Memorial
05 [USA: Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos; BVM]
06 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
07 Our Lady of the Rosary;Memorial
09 [Ss. Denis and Companions; St. John Leonardi]
11 [St. John XXIII]
12 [BVM]
13 Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
14 [St. Callistus I]; Columbus Day
15 St. Teresa of Jesus;Memorial
16 [St. Hedwig; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque]
17 St. Ignatius of Antioch;Memorial
18 St. Luke; Feast
19 USA: Ss. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues and

Companions;Memorial
20 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
22 [St. John Paul II]
23 [St. John of Capistrano]
24 [St. Anthony Mary Claret]
26 [BVM]
27 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
28 Ss. Simon and Jude; Feast
31 All Hallows Eve

Companion Through the Seasons

Faithful God,
companion throughout the seasons

of our life
grant me the courage to embrace the cycles

of life and death and resurrection.

May I shift—
as must the earth on its axis—

and come to appreciate
the autumn light shining gold

on this spinning world.

Loving God,
Lead me to learn

constant communion with You
In the midst of the

inconstancy of this world.

Amen

—mkj

6 R.I.P boiled water. You will be mist.



As we continue to explore the meaning and signifi-
cance of the Mass to our lives, the Liturgy of the Word
brings us words to inspire, motivate, educate and equip us
for our journey through life. The Liturgy of the Word is
the readings: one from the Old Testament, a psalm, one
from the New Testament and the Gospel.
The Bible is God's word and He speaks to us at Mass in

the readings. At each Sunday Mass we hear specific read-
ings for each season of the Church year. These readings
help us to know what we believe and help us to navigate
everyday life. The role of Lector or Reader is assigned to
a lay person.
Usually the first reading is from the Old Testament.

At every Mass we sing or recite a response to the words
we have heard. Usually this response is taken from the
Book of Psalms. On Sundays there is a second reading
that is usually from the Letters or Epistles. After each
reading we say, "Thanks be to God." Why do we say
this? Because it is a wonderful thing that God speaks to
us, that he addresses His words to us in these holy books,
pointing out to us the way to heaven. It is another exam-
ple of how God shows his love for us. That is why we
thank Him.
At every celebration of the Mass a passage from one of

the four Gospels is read by either the deacon or the priest.
The Gospels tell us of the life of Jesus Christ, who was
both human and divine. They tell us of the things He did
and the words He spoke during His life here on earth. We

stand to listen to the Gospel. This should be a sign to oth-
ers and a reminder to ourselves that we are ready and de-
termined to put into practice what we are listening to.
After the Gospel is proclaimed, the priest gives the

homily. This talk helps us to understand the readings and
to relate them to our own lives and the world in which we
live.
Now we stand and together recite the creed. The creed

is more than a list of things which we believe. It is a
statement of our faith in the word we have heard pro-
claimed in the scripture and the homily, and a profession
of the faith that leads us to give our lives for one another
as Christ gave his life for us.
The Liturgy of the Word, our “storytelling” part of the

Mass, comes to an end with the intercessions. The inter-
cessions help us become who God is calling us to be. We
are the Body of Christ by Baptism. We pray that our
Parish really comes to look like the Body of Christ, a
body at peace, with shelter for the homeless, healing for
the sick, food for the hungry.
We pray for the Church, nations and their leaders, peo-

ple in special need and the local needs of our parish—the
petitions usually fall into these four categories. The dea-
con or priest will announce the petitions, and we are usu-
ally given an opportunity to pray for the intentions in our
heart, making some common response aloud like, “Lord,
hear our prayer.”

—Nancy Largent

Connecting the Liturgy with Life — Part 2: FindingMeaning andDirection for Life


6 My ex-wife still misses me.
But her aim is steadily improving.

6 My dog used to chase people on a bike a lot.

It got so bad, finally I had to take his bike away.

6 An Englishman, a Frenchman, a Spaniard and a
German are all standing watching a street
performer do some excellent juggling. The juggler
notices that the four gentleman have a very
poor view, so he stands up on a large wooden box
and calls out, ‘Can you all see me now?’

“Yes.”
“Oui.”
“Si.”
“Ja.”

9
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Parish LifeNew Parishioners-August
Shane and Jennifer Brasiel

Fernando and Vanesa Martinez
Tony and Vanessa Aguirre-Tarin

Luis and Cristina Lopez
Eveiro and Veronica Luna

Victor Morales
Jose and Martha Murillo
Adam and Silvia Flores
Santiago and Elena Ruiz
Sanhage and Olga Chan

Jose and Esmeralda De Anda
Jose and Angelica Velasco

Maria Rios
Thomas and Lauren Morgan
Daniel and Dawn Webber
Jesus and Alejandra DeLara
Juan and Martha Lambaren
Jose and Antonia Guerrero
Juan and Ana Trinidad

Angel and Deyanira Vazquez
Carlos and Laura Velasco Martinez

Pedro and Maribel Martinez
Austin and Isabella Horton

Efrain Rico
Luis and Maria Velasco Ibarra
Adolfo and Jessica Bravo

Maricela Figueroa

Anniversaries-October
Oct. Anniv.

01st Miguel and Nancy Gonzalez 03rd
03rd Joe and Carolyn Wade 50th
05th Jesus and Rosario Escobar 16th
06th Bill and Rejeanne Bagley 44th
09th John and Joyce Reinig 71st
10th Joseph and Julie Martine 49th

Bob and Mary Ann Pedersen 60th
17th Juan and Maria Camacho 21st

Rene and Nasthelli Hernandez 16th
22nd Fred and Catherine Turpin 59th
23rd Mario and Hilda Velasco 26th
24th Clayton and Mary Ann Poindexter 66th
25th Romualdo and Cristina Guzman 05th
28th Brian and Kasey Rooney 13th

Baptisms-August
Elizabeth Van Oordt
Julian Asiedu-Taku
Sebastian Pasohondo
Nayeli Castaneda
Amy Romo-Lopez
Ronaldo Fonseca
Cristobal Alvizu

Deaths-August
Joseph L. Determan
Evanjelina Ramos

Elva Marie Repinski Pearse
Irene Webb

Archie Dean Burtschi

Most everyone has or knows someone who has worked
in a restaurant. If you haven’t then you may not be aware
of how little they are paid by their employer. Most are
paid $2.13 per hour. So they have to live off their tips.
Some of us refuse to tip those who serve us if we are mad
because the food wasn’t prepared to our satisfaction . . . .
so what do we do? Some folks leave a couple of pennies
or a quarter or what should have been a tip of $5 leave 50
cents.
One of our most recent new Catholics works at Del

Rancho Drive-in. Her name is Dawn Wire. Occasionally I
go over there and have lunch or stop by for a Diet Coke
and read my most recent book for a little while. One day I

visited (awesome ice by the way) and reading away,
looked up and Dawn was waving at me and soon came
out to the car to greet me. She handed me an envelope
and said "this is for the poor box." It contained $47.
I asked her who it was from and she explained it was

the restaurant's “ungrateful tip jar.” When someone
receives a tip that was meant to offend the waitress or
punish them, instead of being angry or ungrateful they
started the practice of “Shut up and give it away.” What a
good way to teach appreciation and the gift of sharing.
Thank you Dawn for teaching all of us to be generous
givers.

—Margaret Phipps

Ungrateful Tip Jar


